Prayer List

Pray for all those with ongoing health
ailments.

* Renee Cumberland

e Scott Williams

Communion
Preparation
September - Rowell

October -
November -

Birthday / Anniversary

Camden Cooper - 1st
Dwight Callens - 9th
Bostyn Rowell - 10th
Aubri Cooper - 15th

Men to Serve
Announcements - Dwight Callens
Scripture Reading - Acts 20:7 - 11
Lead Singing - Chuck Rowell
Head of Lord’s Table - Rick Carlberg

Assist on Lord’s Table - James
Johnson

Scripture Reading - Mark 14:17 - 25

Closing Prayer - Don Potts
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UNLESS lv USE IT FOR FINISHING THE WORK’

; ASSIGNED ME BY THE LORD JESUS

ACTS 20:24

09/10/2023

WELCOME

We are a body of believers whose
soul intention is to glorify and serve
the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the
head of His church. Our desire is to
reflect that of our God--that all be
saved. Anyone who is willing to
humble himself before the mighty
hand of God can be saved.

SUNDAY

Study of Hymns Class // WEDNESDAY

8:30 am

Isaiah Bible Class // Bible Study (1 Corinthians) //
9:30 am 7:00 pm

Worship Service //
10:30 am

NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
4217 Highway 39 N // Meridian, MS 39301
PHONE: (601)483-2726 WEB: www.nscocmeridian.com
Join us via live stream for our worship service!
Like our Facebook page!



SERMON NOTES

We Won't Be Late For Our Last Appointment
By Mike Riley

We sometimes neglect to notice all the power of the passage found in Hebrews 9:27. The
emphasis is not on the fact that we will die once. The emphasis is upon the fact that death is our
last appointment — and we won’t be late for it! In this life, all of us make various appointments
— and some are made for us. For example, we have appointments at work, for the doctor, the
dentist, family reunions, and yes, even church services. We make these appointments with every
intention of keeping them, but sometimes we are late in arriving at those appointments. But this
last appointment has been made for us by the Lord Himself, and we will surely keep it. Our last
appointment possesses the following characteristics:

1) It is universal — Everyone will keep it — no one can avoid it. The fact of the universality of
death is said by some (such as existentialists) to prove that human life is but a cruel misery,
destined to end in defeat, but thanks be to God for the truth that life is a victory for those who
are “in Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:57-58; Gal. 3:26-29).

2) It is individual — All men die, but each death ends the earthly part of a unique life. For
example, when God spoke to Adam, Abraham, Moses and Paul, he was not speaking to mankind
in some generic sense — he was speaking to individual men — and so it is with death. God has
made us as individuals, each with his or her own free will and unitary existence (cf. Joshua 24:15).

We are saved in the body of Christ (Ephesians 5:23; cf. Acts 2:47). Thus we are part of a great
community — the church (Romans 12:5; Ephesians 1:22-23). But as individuals, each of us makes
our own decision to accept or to reject God (Acts 28:24). So it is that we will all fact death one
day as individuals. | will appear before the judgment seat of Christ to answer for what | have done
(Romans 14:10; 2 Corinthians 5:10), not what you have done, my parents have done, or what
mankind has done.

3) It is unavoidable — One of man’s continuing follies is the idea that death can be denied. Part of
this mindset arises out of the modern idea that mankind is infinitely improvable, even capable of
perfection. There’s no doubt that we are able with some degree to improve ourselves as
individuals. But we will never be perfect — not spiritually — and certainly not physically.

The Bible states that the body is indeed important (1 Corinthians 6:19-20), but we should not
harbor any illusions about living forever in this fleshly state (1 Corinthians 15:50-54; cf. 2
Corinthians 5:1-2). The problem is that we often live like we will live forever in this bodily
existence and that we will never be called to give an account for the way we have lived. However,
our last appointment with death will be inevitable and unavoidable — thus we need to be getting
our house in order today (cf. 2 Kings 20:1).

4) It is unpredictable — We make our appointments in our daily walk for times that we know are
available to us so that we can keep those appointments. However, this last appointment will
come at a time when we will not have the opportunity to choose the time. The inspired writer
James said it best when he stated:

“Whereas you know not what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor, that
appears for a little time, and then vanishes away” (James 4:14).

To use an old football analogy — we know that we are bound to be in the second half — we just
don’t know if we’re toward the middle or the end of the third quarter, or perhaps even well into
the fourth quarter. For all we know, we may be in overtime — the one they call “sudden death.”
What are we to do in light of this predestined appointment?

The answer is simple: Be like the proverbial boy scout — be prepared — be ready (Luke 12:36-40;
cf. Matthew 24:44; Matthew 25:13; 1 Thessalonians 5:6; Titus 2:9-13). And the only way to do be
ready is to be “in Christ” (Galatians 3:26-28; Romans 8:1).

The only question left for us to answer then is — “Are we ready?”



